Timing right for
soaring Warriors

By BRIAN PALS
Courier Sports Writer

After wrapping up one of their
‘most successful regular

seasons
in recent history, the Waterloo
Warriors get to host the party.

The lowa High School Hockey
League state tourname!
place at Young Arena beginmng
Friday. It's the first time since
1995 that Waterloo has hosted
the tournament, and for the
fourth-place rs, the tim-
ing couldn't be any hetter

is is the first season in
awhile where we've been com-
petitive with everybody in the
league,” said Warrior coach
Mike Brown. “I think we have as
good a chance to win as anybody.
It'sapretty exciting time to have
the tournament in our own
rink.”

The timing is also right for
Waterloo health-wise. Star for-
ward Matt Metcalf is back and
ready to play after missing over
half the season with a broken
collarbone, and various other
bumps and bruises throughout
thems(erl\avehad(hnemhul

seeing what we can do with
everybody healthy at the same

Alolnf the excitement around
the [HSHL has been coming out
of Mason City, where the first-
place Mohawks cruised to a
near-perfect regular season.
Mason City swaggers into the
tournament with a record of 31-
1-1, wresting the top seed away
from the two squads that have
dominated the league in recent
seasons: the d-pl

Final
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MasonCty 3 110 8
OMCaptals 29 4 0 0 58
Omurlacers 24 8 0 1 4
“Waladoo oo &
SomCy 1811 0 4 &
“OMOaklsas 18 13 1 1 38
KansasCy 1616 0 1 B
Lol W12 3
Ames H200 2
QudObes 724 11 18
Oubugue 3712 9
OmGadatos 329 10 7
*quafied fo sate toumament

1 pm. - Game 1, Omaha Je Lancers v.
315 pm. - Game 2, Des Moines Capt-
530D~ Gane 3, MsonCty . L
745 .- Game 4, Wateroo v. Soux

SATURDAY
9am.- Game 5 loser Game 1 v loser
11:15,0m - Game 5, loserGame 3vs.

4
130 p.m. - Game 7, winner Game 3.

winve Game 4
345 p.m.- Game 8, winer Game 115,
‘winer Game 2

145 pm - Game 12, Campionshp
defense, led by firstteam all-
ter Brandon Mil

Warriors might be the one
team that can m(ch Mason
Cny 's offense. Wa o{

iper sophomores, Dln
ﬂf East and Brice Thompson nf
Hudson, ranked No. 4 and 5
among the league scoring lead-
ers, and Kaaihue led the league
in goals scored with 40.

“Since (Metcalf) got hurt, it
really allowed those two to step
up,” Brown said. “They're both
highly skilled players, and they
kind of feed off each other.”

With all the turnover on the
front lines, the Warriors have
relied heavily on Arras, a senior

out of Vinton-Shellsbu

Des
Moines Capitals and (hud place
(Omaha Junior Lancers.

“I figured we'd be one of the
top three or four teams in the
league. but a one-loss season
mething | couldn't even fath-
om, said Mason Clty cnqch
Mark Hicks. “We just
players come loge(her nl (he
right t

the guys
outdid themselves.

The Mohawks boast the
league's top three scorers in
Cole Despenas (76 points), Mike
Murtaugh (74) and Kyle Abben
(73), as well as the top goalie in
Brandon Lind. Mason City also
had the league's top-scoring

wl
led the league’s goalies in min-
yed.

es pla
"Hes gotten be(ler every
rown said of Arras. “I
think for the Im ‘month or so,
mMn our most consistent

The Warriors begin their
quest for their first title since
1990 with a first-round game
against fifth-place Sioux City
at 7:45 p.m. Friday. Waterloo is
21 against the Metros this sea-

wn
The tournament begins at 1
pm. Friday, with the Junior
Lancers taking on the sixth-
place Des Moines Oak Leafs.




